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In fact, the history of European Mysticism is the history of' mar-
tyrdom. And, indeed, if the reader were to go over the names of the
thinkers, from the most ancient times to the present day, who were
either mystics themselves or showed a marked sympathy with the
mystic line of thought, he "would find that true and genuine mystics
could not have been mere visionaries. Their mysticism was Philo-
sophy Applied, and its morals admittedly " sweet and good ". The
expressions Smkhya and Toga, as used in tlie Bh-agvat G^ta, well
illustrate the two-fold division of Theory and Practice obtaining
in the Indian system*
Another reason, why mysticism is looked upon with disfavour,
is that it is shrouded in mystery. But there is no mystery in the
teachings of mysticism as the name implies. Whatever secrecy is
observed Tby those who have entered on the practical discipline is due
not to any desire to monopolise the knowledge of the highest truths,
but to the excellent motive of commiuiicating such high knowledge
(mly to those who are living a life of absolute purity and righteous-
ness, and are incapable of abusing the sacred, trust and the great re-
sponsibility which such knowledge implies. For this sacred know-
ledge does not mean merely intellectual acquirement, but is an immense
power for good or evil, which would make man. either a God-man or
a man-devil, according to the use he may make of it. The utterances
of St. Paul and St. Clement on this point are confirmatory of this view.
With such a laudable object in view, wherever Mysticism prevailed—
•whether in times ancient or modern—care was taken to protect its
teachings from the inroads of unholy curiosity ; they were accordingly
shrouded more or less in mystery, but were otherwise open to all men
who came to seek them 'under proper guidance. Beyond this there
•was no secrecy about them^
At least, such was the original object; and although, in later times,
we find sacerdotalism taking advantage of this wholesome principle
of secrecy for its personal aggrandisement, the true mystic always
denoiinces this corruption as boldly and vehemently as he would
denounce any case of false mysticism, imposture and fraud,.
1 Except for obvious reasons, in  secret fraternities and work in secret
I&urope in the Middle Ages, "when, for  conclaves.
historic causes, the mystics had to form

